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My Reflection of Our Achievements
of Twenty Years

was so excited! Twenty years ago, I was invited to the first meeting of Sigma Beta

Delta, a newly organized business honor society. I knew we had excellent students

at Texas Wesleyan who were not recognized for their academic accomplishments,
and I wanted to find out how to honor their hard work. I arrived in Florida to meet many
professors seeking the same goal.

The program introduced us to outstanding speakers and breakout sessions to recognize
the importance of honoring our students. Outstanding business leaders discussed their
contributions to business and society. Not only would we honor our students, but we
would also encourage them to become leaders and commit to service to improve the lives
of others.

As I'look over the list of the SBD current board members and officers, I see people
who were at that first meeting—some in leadership roles and speakers, Jim Bearden,
Don Driemeier, Cliff Eubanks, Bill Kehoe, and Gloria Clark, who, like me, wanted to
recognize her deserving students. Over the years we have added new board members
who continue the work begun twenty years ago.

During those twenty years, we have honored over 80,000 students. In addition to the
honor and recognition they have received, we also encourage them to be leaders not only
in their business careers but also in their communities. We know many of you are active
in local projects and our national program supporting organ donations.

An outstanding leader who was inspirational in the early development of SBD, Dr. John
W. Gardner, continues to inspire us through his legacy of leadership. As Dr. Gardner
wrote, “Leaders today are familiar with the demand that they come forward with a new
vision.... The vision is to live up to the best in our past and to reach the goals we have yet
to achieve — with respect to our domestic problems and our responsibilities worldwide.”
Two decades later, we continue to recognize the important mission of SBD played out in
the lives of you, our members.

Sincerely,

%A mu.:éé&%’-
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Reflecting on “Before” and “After” Sigma Beta Delta

DR. CLIFF EUBANKS’ REFLECTIONS

hen reflecting upon my many years of association with Sigma
s ’s / Beta Delta, I feel a great sense of satisfaction and pleasure
with the organization’s success. It was a high honor to be asked
to serve on an exploratory committee appointed by Dr. Richard Scott to
determine if some means could be found to bring about National Honor
Society recognition for those who achieved academic excellence in their
business studies but were precluded from such recognition. Two business
honor societies existed but were limited to those business programs with
professional accreditation by AACSB and ACBSP. Over nine hundred
colleges and universities were regionally accredited but did not
have professional accreditation. Other members of this committee
included Dr. James Bearden, Dr. Quiester Craig, and Dr. Richard
Lewis. We concluded that it was essential that honors recognition be
made possible for every regionally accredited institution offering
business programs. After considerable research and analysis
the committee determined that Beta Gama Sigma was the
most feasible partner for creating a new honor society. It
possessed the infrastructure and financial means to create
a subsidiary honor society. Beta Gamma Sigma’s Board
of Directors approved the creation of what became Sigma
Beta Delta. The first Chapter was installed at my institution,
Belmont University, in Nashville, Tennessee, on March 24,
1992.

After a few years as a subsidiary, the Sigma Beta Delta Board and the
Board of Beta Gamma Sigma concluded that Sigma Beta Delta should
become an independent organization. Thanks to Dr. Donald Driemeier and
the University of Missouri St. Louis, Sigma Beta Delta was able to operate
efficiently and effectively with its own office and staff. It gave the Board
much satisfaction when financial stability was achieved and Beta Gamma
Sigma was repaid for its investment in Sigma Beta Delta. The Society has
achieved remarkable success in carrying out its mission. Chapters have
been installed in over 400 colleges and universities and 80,000 individuals
have been honored. Seldom could an academic organization experience
such growth. That provides real satisfaction to those of us who have
volunteered our time to create and sustain this worthwhile organization.
Sigma Beta Delta now is one of America’s top honor societies. Future
growth is likely not only in the United States but also in other nations.
Collegiate education for business is expanding significantly in Europe,
Asia and South America. Bringing about the creation, development and
expansion of Sigma Beta Delta was indeed a worthwhile endeavor.

Q

_“. idea as you saw the pride, the excitement, the enthusiasm that was

DR. QUIESTER CRAIG’S REFLECTIONS

hen we started to think about this, we recognized that many
s ’s / deserving youngsters were not getting the opportunity to be
recognized because of the absence of a business honor society
at their institution. There was limited opportunity, especially at some of
the smaller schools. We recognized that many of these youngsters were
not getting enough recognition to encourage them to excel. Our idea
was to come up with a way to serve that large number of schools, many
of them with developing programs who were producing outstanding
graduates. So this was the whole idea--to broaden the scope of honors
recognition. But the key thing is we didn’t imagine just how many
students there were. We only had an idea. If you ever attended
one of the induction ceremonies, you realized that this was a great

demonstrated by youngsters who were being recognized through
their induction into Sigma Beta Delta.

I think it has done what we thought it would do. As

a matter of fact, it’s done even more than we thought

because of our failure to fully recognize how many

students were out there. A few were large schools

that recognized academic performance, but for some,

student recognition on campus was for athletics. Sigma
Beta Delta may have closed a gap. This meant that for
outstanding students in business they now had something to
not only encourage them but also to recognize them. We felt that

- recognition would certainly further encourage them and that it would

encourage others to strive to get such recognition.

DR. RICHARD LEWIS’ REFLECTIONS

hen Jim Bearden approached Cliff Eubanks, Quiester Craig
s }s / and me about the need to have an honor society for business
programs that had regional accreditation, it was an easy sell.
All of us were Deans and members of Beta Gamma Sigma, so we had a
great appreciation for the importance of being able to recognize and honor
students who had achieved outstanding academic performance. My hope
was that those institutions, not having a way to do that, would share our
belief in its importance.

The results have been more than gratifying. As you know, today Sigma
Beta Delta has over 400 chapters and over 80,000 members. And you
have gone farther by providing scholarships and identifying the promotion
of organ donation as the public service program of the Society. My hope
of the future is that, with such a successful start, even more institutions
will feel the need to recognize their students who have achieved
outstanding academic performance. Hard work and achievement deserves
public recognition. With increasing membership the society will be able
to provide even more scholarships and advance the promotion of organ
donations. These are all truly worthy goals.

At U. S. Air Club in Raleigh, N.C. in 1993, Dr. James
Bearden (not pictured), Dr. Craig, Dr. Eubanks, and Dr.
Lewis discussed the details for the founding of Sigma
Beta Delta.




Sigma, Beta and Delta’s Reflections

DR. RICHARD SCOTT’S REFLECTIONS

with business students with no honor society to recognize their

students, some who were very good scholars. Several of us
who were active in Beta Gamma Sigma as officers and directors
decided to look into remedying that situation. Since I was serving
as president, I was in a position to get some attention focused on
potential institutions and numbers involved. The more we talked
about it the more we determined to look into cranking something
up for those students. We believed that someone needed to step
in and recognize a lot of good students who were not being
recognized because they stood outside that vacuum. We just
needed a vehicle to recognize our students for their good work.

In the early 1990s there were many colleges and universities

Now, when I’m told that the number of sudents being
recognized by Sigma Beta Delta for their outstanding
academic accomplishments is approaching 100,000,
I’m just delighted. Also I would add a note of
gratitude that I’ve been associated with colleagues
who could and did make Sigma Beta Delta happen.

DR.JAMES BEARDEN’S REFLECTIONS

at work and influencing the Sigma Beta Delta idea. The

idea was an enormous challenge both in terms of concept
and certainly in implementation. Among the first objectives was
to position the new organization for sustainable long-term growth.
Probably the assumption we had was that everything would align
early and fall into its natural place. But folks in higher education
know full well that is not the case.

There were sructural, and even cultural factors that were

We knew becoming autonomous was the correct goal and that was
incorporated into the founding. At the outset it was recognized that
a new organizational model was needed, and many of those who
saw the needs were not being met are found in the membership
roll of the early Beta Gamma Sigma members. A major vehicle for
fermentation and follow-up of the new idea was a meeting of the
Beta Gamma Sigma long-range planning committee meeting in
Williamsburg, Virginia.

While a lot did follow and even fall into place nicely there still
were many obstacles and hurdles to overcome. That is why the 20+
years following that initial idea hatched in Virginia took so many
more years to see the light of day as what we now know as Sigma
Beta Delta. Our first years under the protective umbrella of Beta
Gamma Sigma proceded splendidly. However, we were to be there
for a short period of years and then strike out on our own. Indeed
we did move on to be on our own in 2004, still being supported

in many ways by Beta Gamma Sigma, just not managerially and
financially. Of course being on our own was tentative and even
struggling at times. We had lost leverage that was ours with parent
Beta Gamma Sigma, but we responded fairly well. Of course
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the severance of that linkage was only operational and financial.
Clearly it was felt that our ties were such that they would never be
cut completely.

So as we come to this point in our history, contemplating what our
next decade of life in the higher education community portends, we
really are leaving much to be contemplated for those continuing to
write the Sigma Beta Delta story.

DR. DONALD DRIEMEIER’S REFLECTIONS

the time I was ten or twelve years old. This is because my
mother was one of the earliest women invited into Beta
Gamma Sigma. She received the Beta Gamma Sigma
Exchange in our mailbox once or twice a year. Each
time brought more questions from me about what the
society represented. My interest was complete when
I was invited to Beta Gamma Sigma membership as
a graduate student. My appreciation for the business
honor society bloomed as an active adult. I realized

that there were over 900 business programs that did
not qualify for the Beta Gamma Sigma or Delta Mu
Delta society chapters because both societies required the
student to acquire a degree from a school with specialized
accreditation.

‘ ' Ihave been fascinated by Greek letter honor societies from
e

This was my opportunity to join with my colleagues to develop
Sigma Beta Delta and to be able to offer an honor society for these
heretofore disenfranchised graduates. Since its formation twenty
years ago, Sigma Beta Delta honor society has recognized over
80,000 graduates from among 450 member institutions. Some

of these graduates have helped the society to look to new and
better ways for Sigma Beta Delta to help, as our ritual suggests,
humankind. When I see what has been accomplished, I cannot help
but think, “Job well done.”

Dr. James Bearden (Beta), Dr. Richard Scott (Sigma), and
Dr. Donald Driemeier (Delta)




Continuation of SBD Reflections

DR. WILLIAM KEHOE’S REFLECTIONS

is in vogue and many business schools are establishing
entrepreneurship centers and programs, I think back to an
important entrepreneurial venture launched several decades ago
when a group of academics founded an honor society to serve
a population of students who at that time were not afforded
the privilege of honor society recognition. At that time, as we
were discussing the formation of Sigma Beta Delta during a
Beta Gamma Sigma Board of Governors meeting, I
recall thinking that what we were doing in establishing
Sigma Beta Delta was both good and necessary. While
it was good and necessary, it was not easily done as
is the case of many new ventures. It required a well-
reasoned presentation by Dr. James Bearden during a
Beta Gamma Sigma Board meeting, spirited discussion
following the presentation, and introduction of key
motions during the meeting in support of developing a
new honor society. In the end, the Beta Gamma Sigma Board
members were entrepreneurial, generous, and visionary in
voting to support the development of a new honor society.

In this age now where the concept of entrepreneurship

That new society, Sigma Beta Delta, affords the privilege of
receiving honor recognition for excellence in scholarship for new
generations of students. For those of us involved in the founding of
Sigma Beta Delta so many years ago, to see its success today and
the thousands of students who received honor recognition, not only
warms one’s heart but affirms that what we did at that time indeed
was good and necessary. What was good and necessary at its
formation in that academic entrepreneurial venture several decades
ago is even better today and will endure into tomorrow’s beyond.

DR. WILLIAM KEHOE

Dr. Driemeier Named
Ambassador of Excellence

The Ambassador of Excellence Award honors
individuals who have “made significant
contributions to humankind through excellence
in management and administration.”

Dr. Donald Driemeier’s role in the birth and
maturation of Sigma Beta Delta has been a major
force in advancing this important dimension
of the nation’s honor community. His life and
service have influenced and enhanced many
thousands of individuals and, most importantly,
those who are impacted within and by the higher
education community.

DR. GLORIA CLARK’S REFLECTIONS

bout 18 years ago, when accepting my invitation to attend
the initial Sigma Beta Delta convention as a delegate, my

O

—

thinking was: “I suppose this may end up being another
boring conference—however it is in the greater Orlando,
Florida area.” Never in my wildest imagination did I think that
this Sigma Beta Delta Honor Society conference, 7he Power
of One: Excellence and Personal Responsibility in the 21*
Century, would give me a gift that would change my life.

It was an extraordinary conference: exciting,

challenging, interactive, and planting seeds of

greatness, honor, and wisdom. Over the years,

I have seen those seeds take root and grow into

fruit producing more than 80,000 members. Those

members are paying it forward by supporting their

alma mater, making inroads into their professions,

and serving their communities. Moreover, I’'m proud
and excited about the future of this great organization, one that
will continue to water the fruit by bringing recognition and
honor to the best and the brightest students in business for their

scholastic achievement in higher education.

DR. GLORIA CLARK




Abriana Anderson
Driemeier Fellowship
Hampton University

Keira Michelle Potter
Viehland Fellowship
‘Wilmington University
Shelby Nicole Beverly
Kehoe Fellowship
Virginia Wesleyan College

Nistha Pradhan
William Carey University
Lacy Culpepper
" Howard Payne University
Kelsey Blikstad

Bearden Fellowship
Florida SouthWestern
State College

Sarah De Los Santos
Lycoming College Bruce Routsala

Franklin Pierce University

Bonny Lou Boltz
Hammerly Fellowship
American Public University

Astrid Saladra
Anastasiya Klochko Mary Baldwin College

Chestnut Hill College

Sarah Link
Eubanks Fellowship
Loras College

Ashley Boyte
Touhill Fellowship
Culver-Stockton College

David Shaw
Our Lady of Holy Cross College

Alejandra Spurrier

Julie Broderick Walsh University

Worcester State University

Christina McDonald
Scott Fellowship

Marymount Manhattan : |
College
-
Angela Moreau Meagan Wagner
Craig Fellowship ACBSP Region 4
Palm Beach Atlantic Fellowship
University Ohio Christian University

Dylan Campbell
Keuka College

Sigma Beta Delta Contributors
ovember 1, 2013 through November 3

Your contributions are important for a vibrant and
strong Sigma Beta Delta. A gift of a few dollars
or a few thousand dollars is important, and your
gift enables continued scholarship opportunity for
our members. Each contribution is a worthwhile
investment and is most appreciated.

Sigma Chapter
James H. Bearden
Donald H. Driemeier
William J. Kehoe
Texas Wesleyan University
Sandra Hile Hart

Sigma Chapter

Randall McLeod
Alaska Pacific University

Frances Marbarger
Argosy University — Chicago

Shelonda M. Brookshire
Argosy University — Orange County

Maxson Wayne Foss

Charles F. Reinhardt, Jr.
Belmont University

Clifford L. Eubanks
Belhaven University

William Pope
Benedictine University

Edward Moran
College of Saint Elizabeth

Suzanne T. Trowbridge
Culver-Stockton College

Ronald W. Leftwich
DeVry University — Online

Glen A. Wright
Felician College

Karen L. Fosdick
Hartwick College

Geoffrey A. Smith
Holy Family University

Michelle Pickels
Holy Names University

Meredith Orthwein
Houston Baptist

Robert M. Griswold
Husson University

Terunobu Banzai
Lynn University

Marvin E. Miller
Mary Baldwin College

Janet S. Ewing
National University

David R. Costantino
Nova Southeastern University

J. Preston Jones

Rex C. Patton

Brian Carlton Robbins
Robert Morris University

Robert G. Ontolchik
Saint Leo University

Donald Tapia
Samford University

William J. Stevens
Texas Wesleyan University

Linda R. Arredondo
University of Illinois — Springfield

Jill A. Gehrmann
University of Nebraska at Kearney

Barbara H. Nemecek
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University of Texas — Permian Basin

Judith H. Devenport
Virginia State University

James Griffin, Jr.
Wilmington University

Kara Walker Streets
‘Winston-Salem University

Gloria Clark
$50-899
Benedictine University

Olivia Baby Ekeh
Culver-Stockton College

Donald K. Gnuse
Davis & Elkins College

Gloria M. Payne
East Texas Baptist University

Ned Calvert
Elizabeth City State University

Joseph D. Cochran
Excelsior College

Sherri B. Jacobs
Felician College

Rosarito P. Jahn
Heritage University

Lizette J. Snyder
Hood College

Peggy Lansbach O’More

Tracy V. Pauter
Husson University

Diane M. Dow
Liberty University

Robbi L. Strother
Long Island University

Warren M. Bergstein

Clothilda C. Higgs

Renee Marie Smith
Lynn University

Stephen F. Chefan

Kevin M. Lynch
Martin Methodist College

Lynn S. Ives

McKendree University
Richard A. Santiago
Bobbie B. Schweiger
Frank Spreng
Misericordia University
Paul Woelkers
National University
Ronald Kaplan
North Carolina State University
Stephen Marshall Antosek
Nova Southeastern University
Danny L. Athanasaw
Yvonne Athanasaw
Susan M. De La Vega
Paulette Laubsch
John M. Lee
Robert Morris University — Orland
Park
Monica M. Turner
Robert Morris University - PA
Patricia Stapley Patterson

Roger Williams University

Karen Trinkle
Rowan University

Maryann Fenocchi

Stephen J. Jamison
Saint Francis University

Sara L. Fiore-Gunnett
Saint Leo University

John A. Lanier

Mayes D. Matthews
Sojourner-Douglass College

Claudia M. Cuttino
Southern Arkansas University

David John Lowery
SUNY - New Paltz

Rosemarie F. Latourette
Texas Wesleyan University

Thomas Field Armstrong
Thomas Edison State College

Clemon Wilson
University of Hartford

Peter Grant
Urbana University

Robert L. Head, 11T
‘Wayne State College

Tim Benes
‘Wilmington University

Lynn A. Amey

Cheryl Nolting
Others

American Intercontinental University

Linda Faye Jolly-Evans
Arcadia University

Patrick McTeigue, Jr.

Eleanor Schwartz
Argosy University — Orange County

Marie A. Baker
Barton College

James Pridgen
Bellevue University

Susan Kay Shearer
Belmont University

Gilmore Sanes, Jr.
Benedictine University

Roberto Alas

Pamela A. Goodling

Elizabeth A. Ridder

Rita M. Young
Berea College

Paul G. Richard
Cabrini College

Victoria Nastala

Erin Tomaszewski
California Lutheran University

Richard S. Hockett

Janet Petroff
Chowan University

Mary Elizabeth Powell
Christopher Newport University

H. Marshall Booker
Clayton State University

Ernest Coward
College of Mount St. Joseph

Mary Ann Cain

Noreen M. Gorman
Columbia College

James P. Marrow

David M. Nunley

Kelly Olden

Allison K. Walker
Concordia University — Portland

Teresa A. Maxwell
Concordia University — Texas

Howard Lacey
Culver-Stockton College

Jared C. Howard
Curry College

Darleen Sullivan

Nancy B. Williamson
Daemen College

Dawn Hoang
Davenport University

Donna Kott

Daytona State College
Stephanie Mitchell
Defiance College
Jan A. Arvay
Rick A. Smith
DeVry University — Chicago
William Barnes
DeVry University/Keller Graduate
Samuel C. Domenico
DeVry University — Irving
Analisa de la Espriella
John W. Holt, Jr.
Jullian Kyoshabire
DeVry University — Online
Bryan Becze
DeVry University — Phoenix
Glynnda J. White
DeVry University — Pomona
Emilio B. Leon
DeVry University — South Florida
Dorian Amigo
Terry Smith
Dickinson State University
Judith Monasky
Dominican College of Blauvelt
Dionne Lorraine Colley
East Texas Baptist University
Harriet Ann Droptini
John O. Droptini
Edinboro University Penn
Ewelina Alossa
Endicott College
Kristen C. Harding
Farmingdale State College
Robert E. Henderson
Felician College
Christine Laino

Flagler College
Donna Webb
Franklin Pierce University
Gary Arceci
Kathleen T. Kotakis
Ronald D. Marzitelli
Hodges University
Ann M. Kirby
Hood College
Amanda E. Tolbard
Husson University
Karen M. Kydd
Christopher M. Morris
Indiana University Pennsylvania
Evelyn J. DeMarines
Kaplan University
Frank Hernadi
Lees-McRae College
Harvey Lee Bauman
Liberty University
Betty J. White
LIM College
Alyson Beatrice Kennedy
Long Island University
Nadia Polack
Peter Rendeiro
Lynchburg College
Jonathan Collins
Martin Methodist College
Joseph Bryant
Marylhurst University
‘Wendy Meigs
Maryville University
Keith Jaros
McKendree University
Annette C. Grace
Janet Isom
Medaile College
Paul Jackson
Mid-Continent University
Melinda L. Ashley
Richard W. McCall
Misericordia University
Sandy A. Insalaco, Sr.

Molloy College
Maria D. Slyman
Montana State University — Billings
Chris L. Anderson
Brian F. Van Steeland
Mountain State University
Gregory L. Atkinson
National University
Steven Ray Johnston
North Carolina State University
Judy Chapman
John Alan Maser
North Carolina Wesleyan College
Anthony Allen Tyus, Jr.
Nova Southeastern University
Jon Arthur Crispin
Sharan L. Eastwood
Larry V. Flegle
Wallace Marsh
David Setley
Palm Beach Atlantic University
Robin J. Buck
Sterling A. Grubbs
Paul Quinn College
Charles A. Humphrey
Quincy University
Brenda J. Wheeler
Robert Morris University
Mary A. Meerhoff
Robert Morris University — Orland
Park
Herbert Luckett
Robert Morris University — Chicago
Lisa Perdue
Robert Morris University — Peoria
Jason Lee Henderson
Roger Williams University
M. R. Brezler
Saint Leo University
John W. Bell
Saint Michael’s College
Jeffrey Lewia, Sr.
Salve Regina University
Joseph Bertoni
Arlene Nicholas
Samford University
Marc Allen
Robert Cone
Siena College
Kathleen M. McLaughlin
South University Online
Kristin Johansson
Southern University at New Orleans
Alisha Y. Adaway
Linda Lewis
Agatha P. Marshall

St. Petersburg College
Harold A. Schomaker
SUNY - New Paltz
James Neville
Texas Woman’s University
Michiko Y. Hayhurst
Elsa M. Pasanen
Thomas College
Marc A. Cone
Thomas Edison State College
Mary M. Garcia
University of Bridgeport
Evelyn Guerci
University of Illinois — Springfield
Mark E. Binnion
Amy S. Hood
Linda S. Tobias
University of Mary Washington
Christina I. Panogopulos
Monica Panogopulos
University of Nebraska at Kearney
Dennis M. Heffernan
Thomas J. Henning
Earl Rademacher
Kay Lynn Siebenaler
University of New Haven
William G. Barbieri
Christina Eggert
Kenneth Kelly
George S. Krzak
Sarah K. Monck
William A. Ryan
Randolph D. Thomas
University of Tampa
Kathleen Ann Witcher
University of Wisconsin — Stout
Timothy Stevens
Urbana University
John Garon, Jr.
‘Walsh University
Anna M. Carey
Anna Grismer
Suzanne M. Impagliozza
David Michael Johnson
John D. Morvay
Samantha M. Naug
Joseph C. Holler
Peggy Morris
‘Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Pamela L. Bonin
Brock Ehnert

Celebrating Our Bloomberg

Partnership

Businessweek

Sigma Beta Delta and Bloomberg Businessweek

is proud to bring you -

« One-year subscription as part of
membership to new inductees

« Special alumni rate at:
¥ businessweek.com/subs/sbd
@ 800 635 1200, use code ci001sbd




